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PAGE ONE (3 PANELS)

Panel 1. This panel takes up half the page and stretches horizontally. Establishing 
shot, from a distance, of a large downtown apartment complex, a planned community. 
This is the glass and steel, the future. New tech. New money. Towers and sculpted 
green spaces. Although the audience doesn’t know it yet, this is a drone’s view, as it 
travels through the night sky.

Panel 2. Similar view as Panel 1, but closer and lower.  

Panel 3. We’ve zeroed in on a particular window, high up, 50-something floor. Blinds 
open. 
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PAGE TWO (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. From outside the window, we see inside a large, loft-style apartment. 
THOMAS BYRNE is on the couch, feet up on a low coffee table, laptop on his lap. He’s 
lean but muscular, nerdy but fit. T-shirt and jeans, no socks. Bald and it suits him. 
Chunky frame black glasses over tweezed eyebrows. Geek chique.  

Panel 2. Inside the apartment now. Thomas lights a joint, stares at his laptop.

Panel 3. CU on laptop screen, word processing program, and a header on the blank 
page that says: THE BYRNE FILES BY THOMAS BYRNE. Below that, the cursor 
awaits input. 

Panel 4. CU on ringing smart phone on coffee table. Call display says: UNKNOWN 
CALLER. 

Panel 5. Thomas grins, motions to swipe the call away.

THOMAS:
Yeah, nope. 

Panel 6. Same as Panel 4. 

THOMAS: (OP)
C’mon, take a hint.
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PAGE THREE (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. Again, Thomas swipes the call away. 

Panel 2. Same as Panel 4 & 6 from previous page. Yet another call.

Panel 3. On Thomas, looking annoyed. 

Panel 4. Same as Panel 2. Except he swipes accept.

THOMAS: (OP)
Yes, what? Hello?

CALLER: (OP)
Mr. Byrne, Thomas Byrne?

THOMAS: (OP)
Speaking.

CALLER: (OP)
You’re a tough man to get a hold of.

Panel 5. Thomas has put the call on speaker and is giving his phone the finger. 

Panel 6. Thomas leans back on his couch, resolved to carry this through. 

THOMAS: 
And you’re...persistent. Still, whatever you’re selling, I’m not buying.

CALLER: (OP)
We’ve exchanged emails, Mr. Byrne. I was hoping you’d reconsider.
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PAGE FOUR (2 PANELS)

Panel 1. First of “Bendis-style” half page panels, wide angle with enough space to 
allow for dialogue. Maybe a side view of Thomas on the couch, in profile? Whichever, 
Thomas is frowning, bored.

THOMAS:
Oh, that. As I said in my email, I don’t really do product reviews anymore. I’m more 
longform, big picture articles now. State of the tech industry. Silicon valley zeitgeist 
pieces, that kind of thing.

CALLER: (OP)
Understood. But this is something special. And the exclusive is yours, should you want 
it.

THOMAS:
I couldn’t promise a favourable review.

CALLER: (OP)
You don’t have to. All I ask is a fair shake.

THOMAS:
Honestly, most of the stuff I used to review was crap.

CALLER: (OP)
Oh, I know. I’ve been “Byrne’d” before. I used to work for Tekky Kid.

THOMAS: 
That glitchy holo-dog thing? Dude, that was horrible.

CALLER: (OP)
And this isn’t, I assure you. Quite the opposite.

Panel 2. Same as Panel 1. Except now Thomas is slightly more interested, grinning 
slightly.

THOMAS:
A real game changer, huh?

CALLER: (OP)
That’s one way of putting it. You, in particular, are going to love it.

THOMAS:
Persistent and confident. Okay, I’ll bite. Why me?
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CALLER: (OP)
You said in an interview that one of your favourite things to do is turn out the lights and 
watch the iTunes visualizer while you listen to music. Ever since you were a kid and 
got your first Mac.

THOMAS:
You did your research. Not sure if I should be honoured or freaked out.

CALLER: (OP)
How about curious?

THOMAS: 
Maybe a little. 

CALLER: (OP)
Enough to grant me access to your printer?
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PAGE FIVE (4 PANELS)

Panel 1. Thomas sits up, looks off-panel towards...

Panel 2. His desk against the opposite wall. On it, sits a very large 3d printer. Still for 
home use, but this is the 3d printer tech of the future and they are quite common. 
People regularly download files to print things they need, though Thomas’s model is 
definitely top of the line and on the bleeding edge.

Panel 3. Back to Thomas, who leans forward to access his phone and allow the caller 
to upload a file to his printer.

THOMAS:
Fine, okay. 

CALLER: (OP)
Great, sending file now.

Panel 4. Another view of Thomas on couch, but sitting up now. Laptop is on the coffee 
table and he’s generally more alert, more interested. The evening has taken an 
unexpected turn.

THOMAS:
The rumours aren’t true, I guess.

CALLER: (OP)
Rumours abound in our field, Mr. Byrne. To which do you refer?
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PAGE SIX (4 PANELS)

Panel 1. Closer shot of Thomas. 

THOMAS:
That your company was getting in bed with some shady soldier-for-hire scumbags. 
Next level nanotech weaponry, something like that.

CALLER: (OP)
No, not at all. Though I’d be curious to know who whispered that in your ear.

Panel 2. Thomas smiles.

THOMAS:
Can’t remember.

CALLER: (OP)
Of course, I understand. A journalist and his source. 

CALLER: (OP)
Download complete. Your print will start soon.

THOMAS:
Well, I should let you go then. If I decide to review, I’ll email when the article’s going to 
go up. 

THOMAS:
So thanks...it’s been...weird.

Panel 3. The printer comes alive, begins to print. 

CALLER: (OP)
Wait, one more thing. Hearing your first impressions, unfiltered, would be incredibly 
interesting. 

THOMAS: (OP)
Not usually how I roll, you know?

CALLER: (OP)
Five minutes.  A couple of songs. And then you’ll never hear from me again. 

Panel 4. Same as Panel 3. Print is halfway done. The top (or bottom) half of a sphere.

THOMAS: (OP)
Under one condition. Your pants stay on. Obviously, we’re working on the honour 
system here, but still. And no heavy breathing.
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CALLER: (OP)
You’re very funny.

THOMAS:
He says without laughing.
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PAGE SEVEN (4 PANELS)

Panel 1. On Thomas, as he looks with excitement at what the printer has produced.

THOMAS:
Christ, if that’s a bomb the whole neighbourhood’s screwed. 

Panel 2. The printer has produced a black sphere the size of beach ball. Super black, 
the absence of light. And perfectly round and smooth.

THOMAS: (OP)
Now what?

CALLER: (OP)
Put it in the middle of your living room.

Panel 3. Thomas moves the sphere out of the printer. 

Panel 4. CU on sphere, as arcs of light pulse across the sphere where Thomas’s 
hands have made contact. Almost like breathing. 
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PAGE EIGHT (4 PANELS)

Panel 1. CU as Thomas places the sphere in the middle of the room.

THOMAS: (OP)
Okay, do--whoa.

Panel 2. Wide-angle view of room. A grid of light beams, originating from the sphere, 
fills up the room, covering everything.

CALLER: (OP)
It’s mapping your space.

Panel 3. Grid gone. The sphere is now rising up into the air. 

Panel 4. The sphere stops in the middle of the space between floor and ceiling.

THOMAS:
Pretty cool. There’s now a large black beach ball hovering in the middle of my living 
room. 

THOMAS:
First time for everything, heh?

CALLER: (OP)
Play some music.
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PAGE NINE (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. Sound fills the room. The sphere begins to move. 

Panel 2. The sphere bounces off a wall, heads off at another angle. 

Panel 3. The sphere morphs into a Rorschach Test-like form. 

Panel 4. It changes form again. 

Panel 5. It morphs back into the sphere. 

Panel 6. One sphere becomes two.

THOMAS: (OP)
That is very...

CALLER: (OP)
At a loss for words?

THOMAS: (OP)
I know, it never happens. But damn.

CALLER: (OP)
And it’s just getting started.
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PAGE TEN (1 PANEL)

Panel 1. Splash page. The sphere has divided itself into hundreds of smaller spheres, 
so they all hover, spaced equidistant throughout the available space. The spheres 
vibrate to the beat, like a dance troupe moving in perfect synch. Thomas leans back, 
taking it all in.

THOMAS:
Fuuuuuuck.
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PAGE ELEVEN (5 PANELS)

Panel 1. Face alight with wonder, Thomas puts out a hand to the small sphere closest 
to him.

THOMAS:
Dude?

CALLER: (OP)
Yes?

THOMAS:
You’re gonna make a goddamn fortune.

Panel 2. The sphere nuzzles into his palm.

THOMAS: (OP)
Ow. What the hell?

Panel 3. Pained, alarmed, Thomas pulls his hand away. The sphere remains 
hovering.

Panel 4. CU on Thomas’s hand, bleeding.

THOMAS: (OP)
Did that fuckin’ thing just bite me?

Panel 5. Suddenly the lights in Thomas’s apartment go out. This panel is completely 
black.

THOMAS: (OP)
Hey--
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PAGE TWELVE (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. The lights are back on. Eyes wide, Thomas sees (off panel)-- 

Panel 2. Thomas’s POV. The many spheres have joined into one big sphere and it 
hovers in the middle of the room, as if watching him, waiting.

Panel 3. Lights out. All black panel. 

Panel 4. Lights on. Same as Panel 2. Except now the sphere is nowhere to be seen. 

Panel 5. Lights out. All black panel. 

Panel 6. Lights on. Same as Panel 4. Except now the sphere is hovering at Thomas’s 
outstretched foot. 

Consumer Beware � by R. Daniel Lester � 14



PAGE THIRTEEN (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. Lights out. All black panel. 

Panel 2. Lights on. Same as Panel 6 from Page 12. Except that the sphere has 
absorbed Thomas’s foot to the ankle. 

Panel 3. On Thomas, head back, neck veins bulging, as he screams in pain.

THOMAS: 
AAAHHHHH!

Panel 4. Thomas attempts to stand and kick the sphere off - it doesn’t work.

Panel 5. Thomas falls to the ground. The sphere is now halfway up Thomas’s shin. It’s 
moving fast.

Panel 6. CU on Thomas’s face, grimacing.

THOMAS:
Oh my god it’s eating me. 
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PAGE FOURTEEN (5 PANELS)

Panel 1. Thomas is trying to crawl away. Not working. The sphere is just above his 
knee.

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Stop please

CALLER: (OP)
You’ll find it rather single minded, Mr. Byrne. Unresponsive to pleading. 

Panel 2. CU on the sphere.

CALLER: (OP)
And cauterizing as it goes so you’ll stay alive as long as possible. The pain must be 
excruciating.

Panel 3. Another angle of Thomas, crawling, struggling.

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Call it off

CALLER:
I could, actually. But I won’t.

THOMAS: (WEAK)
The 

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Review?

Panel 4. Wide angle view of Thomas, the sphere.

CALLER: (OP)
No, this is a little more personal than that. The name Katie Strohm ring a bell?

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Years

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Ago

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Intern

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Great rack
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CALLER: (OP)
Yes. And me, actually, thanks to a little voice modulation.

Panel 5. CU on Thomas. Not much life left.

THOMAS: (WEAK)
It 

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Was

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Mutual

CALLER: (OP)
Mr. Byrne. Don’t lie. I didn’t want anything to do with you. And neither did the others 
I’ve talked to. 

CALLER: (OP)
But you and your pills left them no choice, did you?
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PAGE FIFTEEN (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. Thomas manages to drag himself...an inch. But that’s it. 

CALLER: (OP)
You’ve been busy over the years. 

CALLER: (OP)
So many innocent interns, so little time, is that it?

Panel 2. CU on the sphere.

CALLER: (OP)
Just so you know, Mr. Byrne, this is you dying. And this is me taking out the garbage 
like I should’ve done a long time ago.

Panel 3. CU on Thomas.

CALLER: (OP)
I’m curious: just where is it you think you can crawl to?

THOMAS: (WEAK).
How

CALLER: (OP)
Oh, I’m watching from the drone outside your window.

Panel 4. Wide shot, from outside the apartment, showing a drone hovering outside the 
window. Thomas can be seen in living room. 

Panel 5. Medium shot of Thomas, the sphere.

THOMAS: (WEAK)
They’ll find

THOMAS: (WEAK)
Out

CALLER: (OP)
The authorities? I think not. The Consumer is both hungry and neat and won’t leave so 
much as a trace of you, I’m afraid. 

THOMAS: (WEAK)
You’re

THOMAS: (WEAK)
A real
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THOMAS: (WEAK)
Assho--

Panel 6. CU, from inside the apartment, of the drone watching from the other side of 
the window. 
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PAGE SIXTEEN (6 PANELS)

Panel 1. On Thomas, now deceased. The sphere, much like a snake having 
swallowed a large animal, appears to have grown, expanded, to take on the task that 
is consuming Thomas’s upper half.

Panel 2. Same as Panel 6 from previous page. The drone watches.

Panel 3. Back to inside the apartment, where, finished eating, the sphere is on the 
floor where Thomas’s head used to be. 

Panel 4. From outside, the sphere hovers in the air at the window as the drone 
watches.

Panel 5. Same as Panel 4. Except the sphere morphs into another Rorschach Test-
like shape. 

Panel 6. Same as Panel 5. Except the “sphere” and drone are no longer visible. Just 
an apartment with the lights on. And nobody home.
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